
March column for Golden Triangle News 
By Council President Scott Peters, First District 
 

Improving Our Quality of Life 

Congestion along La Jolla Village Drive is a source of frustration for thousands of 
residents and commuters.  One of my primary goals as councilman has been to improve 
traffic circulation between the Golden Triangle and areas west of I-5 such as UCSD and 
downtown La Jolla.   

I’m happy to say that the project is now complete.  On February 15, the mayor and I were 
joined by representatives of the community to celebrate the end of the long-awaited road 
widening.  Additional traffic lanes, new sidewalks and bike lanes, as well as 
improvements to the Gilman Drive bridge will provide much-needed relief for 
commuters. 

This is just one of several road improvement projects underway right now in the area.  
Infrastructure improvements have historically lagged behind new development.  I’m 
pleased that our community is finally catching up. 

Another exciting project in University City is the long-awaited completion of restroom 
facilities at University Gardens Neighborhood Park.  After using portable toilets for 
nearly a decade, the families and residents who use that park every week will be happy to 
have permanent bathrooms that are safe and clean. 
 
 
A Great Place to Bike  
 
San Diego was recently named the best city with more than one million residents for 
bicyclist by Bicycling Magazine.  I agree.  Our region’s network of trails and year-round 
seasonable weather make it a great place to ride for sport or pleasure. 

This is a great opportunity to highlight a project my office has been working on for some 
time.  The Coastal Rail Trail extends from San Diego to Oceanside, and includes the 
trails along State Route 56.   We’re working to extend those trails under Interstate 5 and 
connect them to the beach areas, allowing cyclists a safer ride from the inland to the 
shore.  And we’re looking for ways to finish the route by connecting University City to 
Mission Bay.  When complete, the trails network will allow commuters to consider 
bicycling a true alternative to freeway gridlock. 

 
Homeland Security Money Comes to District One   
 
With the country still on an elevated terror alert, religious and other groups seen as so-
called “soft targets” are looking for ways to protect themselves from a possible attack.  
The Department of Homeland Security recently considered applicants from across the 



country for its Security Urban Area Security grant program.  Six agencies in San Diego, 
including three in District One, will receive more than $300,000 in federal grant money 
for security enhancements under the Department of Homeland Security program. 
 
Congregation Beth Israel, the Lawrence Family Jewish Community Center and the 
Chabad Center of University City will receive several thousand dollars each to help them 
improve security and prevent a potential terror attack.  The San Diego Natural History 
Museum will also receive grant money to enhance security for an upcoming Dead Sea 
Scrolls exhibit. 
 
I congratulate these groups for seeking out federal aid, and I encourage the district’s other 
nonprofit agencies who feel they may be at risk to apply for grants such as the Urban 
Area Security Initiative grant. 
 

Extra!  Extra! 

If you’re not getting the Peters Press, you’re missing out on news and updates from 
around the First District.  Go to my website to sign up today.  www.sandiego.gov/cd1. 

 

 

 
 

http://www.sandiego.gov/cd1
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